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DEADLINE 
CHANGE
Due to the Canada Day Holiday
there will be no Daily Bulletin on 

MONDAY, JULY 2ND.

The deadline for the Wednesday July 4th
edition of the Fort Frances Times is

NOON FRIDAY, JUNE 29TH.

Have a safe
and enjoyable

long weekend!

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF FORT FRANCES

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE
To accommodate the Boundary Waters Dragon Boat Festival, Front 
Street south of the Shevlin Wood Yard between Minnie Avenue 
and Butler Avenue shall be closed to through traffi c

7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Saturday June 30th, 2018

Scott Street is to be used as the alternate route for heavy truck 
traffi c during this period.

The following traffi c is not affected by this closure:

• Local traffi c to and from residences with access to the closed street
• Traffi c destined for the Sorting Gap Marina to use the boat ramp

Elizabeth (Lisa) Slomke
Town Clerk

By Sam Odrowski
Staff writer
sodrowski@fortfrances.com

Rainy River High School stu-
dents celebrated their gradu-
ation last Wednesday evening 
with a ceremony taking place in 
the school’s gym.

The RRHS band kicked it off 
with a procession and perfor-
mance of “O Canada.”

RRDSB trustee Dianne Mc-
Cormack and RRHS princi-
pal Michelle Mosbeck shared 
their remarks with the “Class 
of 2018” before the individual 
academic proficiency awards 
were distributed.

They went to Michawla Joli-
couer (Grade 9), Hayden Haw 
(Grade 10), Amy Dyck (Grade 
11), and valedictorian Madison 
Whetzel (Grade 12).

Whetzel also received pro-
ficiency awards in Grade 12 
University English and Grade 
12 University Science.

Fellow graduate Mariah Lau-
zon was the recipient of the 
Grade 12 College English and 
Grade 12 College Science profi-
ciency awards.

Other recipients included 
Anthony Venables (Grade 12 
Workplace English), Gethon 
Wood (Grade 12 Workplace 
Math), Jasmine Holmes (Grade 
12 College Math), and Deejay 
Trenchard (Grade 12 University 
Math).

Following the distribution of 
awards, the graduates received 
their diplomas, Ontario Schol-
ars, and bursaries. 

Whetzel then took the stage 
to deliver her valedictory ad-
dress.

“Today is a day to be proud 
of ourselves,” she said. “It is not 
a day to stress over but rather 
to fully take in that we are now 
high school graduates.”

Whetzel acknowledged that 
graduating for some may mean 
attending a post-secondary 
school while for others, it could 
mean taking a year off to work 
or do other things.

She said while some people 
have discovered their passion 
and know what they want to 
do, there’s a lot of graduates 
who aren’t 100 percent sure of 
what their future holds.

“Everyone goes at their own 
pace and that’s okay,” Whetzel 
assured. “Today can just be 
about the fact we made it here.

“Apparently it takes a lot of 
work to graduate high school,” 
she added.

“So the fact that we were 
able to push through and do it 
is actually pretty incredible.”

Whetzel closed by remind-
ing her fellow graduates that 
it’s okay to figure things out at 
their own pace and their overall 
health is more important than 
good grades.

She then wished the “Class of 
2018” well and congratulated 
them on their success.

Fellow grad Lemuel Carra-
dice echoed Whetzel’s good 
wishes, and admitted he’s going 
to miss his class and the memo-
ries they made at RRHS.

“It’s been a really great expe-
rience,” he lauded. “We’ve all 
grown really close together and 
had some unreal experiences.

“When you’re at that school, 
you know everybody so you 
just hang out with everybody,” 
Carradice added.

“Everyone’s friends and it’s 
really great.”

One of Carradice’s fondest 
memories during his final year 
of high school was being able to 
represent students in the district 
as student trustee to the Rainy 
River District School Board.

“That was a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity and I took it,” 
he enthused.

“It was really interesting go-
ing to the board meetings and 
seeing the perspective of the 
board.

“And it was really an eye-
opener for how much works 
goes on at the meetings,” he 
added.

Carradice said he was able to 
share his thoughts or concerns 
freely with the board and have 
his student voice heard to effect 
real change.

Moving forward, he plans to 
pursue an education in chemi-
cal engineering at Queen’s Uni-

versity in Kingston in the fall.
He would like to wish all of 

his fellow grads the best of luck 

in their futures and reminds 
them to always follow their 
dreams.

RRHS 
bids
farewell
to grads

Rainy River High School graduate and Ontario Scholar Stephan Brown accepted his diploma 
from principal Michelle Mosbeck last Wednesday evening. He also was presented with the 
Science North Award later on.                          —Photo courtesy of the Rainy River District School Board

Rainy River High School valedictorian Madison Whetzel delivered her address last Wednes-
day evening during the graduation ceremony held in the school’s gym. She spoke to the fact 
some grads may not know what their career path is yet but that this is okay because every-
one goes at their own pace. She ended her speech by wishing her fellow graduates success in 
any future endeavours they choose to pursue and congratulating them on their graduation.

—Photo courtesy of the Rainy River District School Board

Cyclists, motorists urged 
to share road, learn rules
From the OPP

The Rainy River District OPP 
wishes to remind motorists that 
cycling is a fun and healthy activ-
ity, and it’s a low-cost way to get 
around.

It’s also good for the environ-
ment.

Before heading out on a bike, 
however, ensure you learn the 
rules of the road, helmet infor-
mation, and safety tips for cy-
clists of all ages.

As a cyclist, you must share 
the road with other vehicles (e.g., 
cars, buses, trucks, and motor-
cycles).

Under the Ontario Highway 
Traffic Act, a bicycle is a vehicle, 
just like a car or truck.

Visit the Ontario Ministry of 
Transportation website to view 
the Ontario Guide to Safe Cy-
cling for more information.

As it is for cyclists, it’s equally 
important for drivers of motor 
vehicles to ensure they share the 

roadway.
Under the HTA, drivers must 

leave a minimum of one-metre 
distance when passing a cyclist.

Do not follow too closely be-
hind cyclists. They do not have 
brake lights to warn you when 
they are slowing or stopping.

To avoid collisions with bicy-
clists at intersections, remember 
the following:

•when turning right, signal 
and check your mirrors and the 
blind spot to your right to make 
sure you do not cut off a cyclist;

•when turning left, you must 
stop and wait for oncoming bi-
cycles to pass before turning; and

•when driving through an in-
tersection, be careful to scan for 
cyclists waiting to turn left.

Under the HTA, cyclists, mo-
torists, and pedestrians have 
equal rights and access to our 
roadways.

All users have to share the 
road—and share the respect.

Terry Dennis of Atikokan won $500,000 with Lotto Max Maxmil-
lions in the June 1 draw. The winning ticket was purchased at the 
Marg’s Northern Convenience on O’Brien Street in Atikokan. Since 
its launch in September, 2009, Ontario Lotto Max players have 
won over $4.2 billion in prizes, including 57 jackpot wins and 447 
winning Maxmillions tickets from all across the province.

—Submitted photo

Big winner
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